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A Message from Julie 
 

Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

TERM 3, WEEK 9 

September 2020 

‘Books train your brain 
to think big.’ 
    Taylor Swift 

DIARY DATES……… 

WEEK 9 

 

Assembly 

 Wednesday 16 September 

 

Disco 

Friday 18 September- CANCELLED 

 
 

 

 

Ph. (08) 8522 2622 
 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 

 

Sports Day/Colour Run….Don’t forget the WHITE TSHIRT 

Sports day is just around the corner we are hoping the sun will be shining. We would 

love to welcome parents and family members to attend the Sports Day/ Colour 

Explosion Run however with current COVID restrictions we ask parents and carers not 

to attend this event on the day. We will be taking lots of photos of this fun filled event 

and will most certainly share these with our Junior School families after the event and 

even on Seesaw/Dojo during the day. We hope to raise funds for a Junior School 

Nature Playground. Thank you all so much for your support. Don’t forget to order your 

Sports Day Lunch Deal. We will also have drinks, iceblocks, lollies and extra sausages 

for sale on the day. Please make sure your child has a white T-shirt to change into for 

the Colour Fun Run. We’ve got our fingers crossed for good weather – not too hot 

and no rain!!  
 PAT Maths and Reading Comprehension Testing  

Over the next few weeks, our Year 2-6 students will be involved in an online 

Progressive Achievement Test (PAT) with their class teachers. Students in Years 2 to 10 

are required by the Education Department to take part in the annual online PAT 

Reading comprehension (PAT-R) and Maths (PAT-M) tests. ACER’s Progressive 

Achievement approach is used in thousands of schools in Australia and around the 

world. The approach focuses on assessing and monitoring student growth over time 

and is underpinned by an understanding that students of the same age and in the 

same year of school can be at very different points in their learning and 

development. The results give a diagnostic overview to help teachers tailor lessons 

and support for their cohort of students. This approach is informed by a growth 

mindset – tailoring teaching to the needs of the individual learner to advance the 

progress of every student, regardless of their starting point. Early in Term 4 staff will 

analyse their class data in order to inform and personalise their Maths and Reading 

programs. Please speak to your child’s teacher for more information if your require it. 

SSO Week 

This week we celebrate the contributions to our school by School Services Officers 

(SSOs). In the Junior School, we have a wonderful team of support staff who work 

closely with students, teachers and the community in various roles. They play such a 

pivtal role in our school and we greatly appreciate their commitment to our 

community. We sincerely thank them for their dedication and support.  

I hope our families enjoy the holiday break and take time out together. 

Kind Regards, 

Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School 

TERM 4 begins 

 

Monday 12 October 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 10 

 

Sports Day/Colour Run 

Tuesday 22 September 

  

LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

Friday 25 September 

EARLY DISMISSAL- 2.15pm 
 

 

STORY TABLES 

With  

Child Studies Seniors 



 

 

  

MEET THE  

STAFF 
 
 

Julie Hawkes 
I am an inaugural Teacher of 

Gawler and District College. I am 

very privileged to have seen 

many of the students I have 

taught, graduate at GDC. I am 

currently team teaching with 

Rachel Coomber in a year 1/2 

class. We have a great cohort of 

students and I am excited to see 

the progress the students make in 

all areas. Teaching is my passion 

and I am committed to foster the 

well-being of all our students. 

I grew up on a farm and am still 

fortunate to be living in a rural 

area in close proximity to my 

three daughters and 

grandchildren. I am extremely 

proud of my family and their 

achievements. 

I enjoy walking and bike riding 

and have recently completed 

the Riesling Trail. I spend leisure 

time at the beach, in the garden 

and having quality time with 

family and friends. 

 

 JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
  

Julie Stockdale  
 Head of Junior School R-6 
Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 Lynda Rivett   
 Assistant Head of Junior School  

 Skye Miller 

Wellbeing Leader 

 Kerryl Dale 

 Literacy & AET Leader 

Annie Stephenson 
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                   Aboriginal Education News 
                           by Kerryl Dale 

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued our conversations around improving Aboriginal Education 

within our school. At our recent Pupil Free Day, we were visited by Sharon Edwards; 

the Primary Project Officer- Aboriginal Education in South Australia. Sharon led us in 

discussions about Aboriginal English and the importance of considering if our 

students are exposed to this language or any other Indigenous language.  

Our journey to becoming culturally competent and understanding our students 

better is really moving along.  

 

 IN OUR CLASSROOMS! 
Kuarna Language 

This week’s Challenge word is Tirkanthi which means to learn, know or 

understand. Have your children been using Kuarna words at home? We would 

love to hear about any conversations your children have been having with you 

about Kuarna Language.  

What are we up to? 

 

                    

 

Teachers include indigenous 

perspectives in the students’ 

learning. Mrs McCarthy’s class has 

been learning Kuarna Language, 

introducing Kuarna words into their 

daily routine. 

 

mailto:Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

  
Around the Junior School 

 

Touch Football Clinics 

In recent weeks our PE teacher Miss ElJourdi had 

arranged a Touch Football coach to lead us in a new 

learning area where we enjoyed building new skills and 

knowledge.  There were lots of mini drills learning the art 

of passing the ball and when we started playing games 

we had opportunities to learn the rules and be umpired. 

The students hope to challenge the staff to a game 

very soon to celebrate their learning. 

 

  

Fathers Day Stall 

We also enjoyed the opportunity to purchase great gifts for Fathers’ Day.  Thank you to our staff and volunteers for 

sharing this experience with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Monitor Training 



 

 

  
 

Literacy News 
                           by Kerryl Dale 

                                         Literacy Hub.  
 

 
The       

Phonics 

Our Year One teachers recently conducted the Phonics Check 

Screening test and the results were amazing. Our students have 

proven that the literacy learning their teachers are delivering is 

of such a high standard that OUR STUDENTS HAVE A 

PHONICS KNOWLEDGE WELL ABOVE THE 

STANDARD EXPECTED.  

We are very proud of how hard our students and teachers 

have worked.  

 

EALD 

(English as an Additional Language or Dialect) 
 
Teachers have been collecting writing samples from students who speak or are 

immersed in homes that speak a language other than Standard English. These samples 

are then assessed and results documented allowing teachers to cater for additional 

literacy needs.   

 

 

 

Mrs Adams’ class has made a head start on their ‘Curious Creature’ entries for the Book 
Week character competition. Head over to their class page to see what their ‘Wild Minds’ 

have created. Competition details will be sent out later this week. 

 



 

 

            

      



 

 

 

  

 

 You may have seen the cart that goes out 

the front of the school with fresh produce, had a random 

cauliflower, bag of carrots or even some bread come home 

with your child, or even been the receiver of one of our food 

package boxes. Ailsa Roberts, who is our Junior School 

Christian Pastoral Worker collects items weekly from Foodbank 

to share with our students and families. Foodbank South 

Australia current support more than 490 school programs 

throughout South Australia. With a mission to make sure that 

South Australian children, regardless of their circumstances, 

have an equal start in life. A key area of Foodbank SA’s work is 

to source and acquire food items to support school-based 

food relief programs across metropolitan Adelaide as well as 

regional and remote areas of South Australia. With the 

pressures of daily life we are hoping that our food cart will not 

only make people smile, but provide a variety of free fruit and 

vegetables to our students and their families.  

 

WELLBEING 
                        by Skye Miller 

  

 

On Thursday 10th September our Junior School hosted R U 

OK? Day and students, staff and families showed their 

support by wearing yellow. It is a national day of action 

when Australians are reminded that every day is the day 

to ask, “Are you OK?” if someone in your world is 

struggling with life’s ups and downs. 

Classes participated in some great activities to show that 

they can make a real difference by having regular, 

meaningful conversations with those around them and 

strategies they can use to support the people in their 

lives. Thank you to everyone for your support.  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Class Week 8 Attendance

HC41:1 Miss Georgie 96%

HC41:2 Mrs McCarthy 93%

HC41:3 Mrs Burne/ Ms Dale 93%

HC41:4 Mrs Adams 89%

HC41:5 Miss Peta 81%

HC41:6 Mrs Coomber/Mrs Hawkes 89%

HC42:2 Ms Selway 90%

HC42:3 Mr Wurfel 87%

HC42:4 Mr Brooks 96%

HC42:5 Miss O'Rielly 83%

4.11 Gupreet Singh 67%

4.12 Ros Doudle 81%

 

Our 2020 attendance target is 

94% or greater 

 

Crazy Hair Day 

 

On Tuesday, Week 6 the Student Voice Leaders chose 

to celebrate our Treemendous Tree Silver Level by 

having a Crazy Hair Day. Everyone was encouraged 

to be creative and come to school with a crazy 

hairstyle celebrate the students in our Junior School 

who have reached Silver Level. This means that over 

the year these students have shown our school values 

of Respect, Generosity and Excellence over 100 times! 

We had a wonderful time celebrating this 

achievement and thank you to everyone who 

participated. 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

Numeracy Support  by Katherine Prime 

All our junior years are now on the subitising journey 

and ensuring that students trust the count no matter 

how it is represented. Students are also enjoying 

number talks as part of their Maths lessons. Number 

talks are a powerful tool for teachers because they get 

all students involved, help them strengthen fluency, 

intuition, and mental math strategies, improve students’ 

ability to explain and critique solutions and allow 

teachers a valuable window into their students’ 

thinking. 

 

  

   

     LEARNING SUPPORT     
                             with Annie Stephenson 

 

One Child One Plan 

Each One Child, One Plan document has an area called 

Perspective. It allows us to gather information about the 

student from a variety of sources. The Perspective section 

has four main sections, strength, interest, motivation and 

aspirations. This information can be invaluable to building 

a strong relationship with a student. 

It can include the following people, the child’s teacher, 

NIT teachers, regular SSO, the parent/caregiver, the child 

and service providers. Having the perspectives of 

numerous people creates a team around the child. 

Collaboration on this document is important to provide 

our students with the best supports possible. If you have 

any questions about One Child, One Plans please speak 

with your classroom teacher or contact Annie 

Stephenson on 8522 2622. 

        

 

 

Our Team Leaders  
                                     Katherine Prime and Michaela Selway 

Our Blue Unit teachers continue to work through our 

guided reading journey. After a successful look at 

phonics for our pupil free day we are looking at our 

groupings of students and collecting data to ensure that 

are groups are fluid and best fit for student engagement 

and success in reading. All teachers have been working 

hard on making sure students have individual reading 

goals that are displayed clearly in the room and 

changed upon successful completion.  

Our reception class are focusing on writing and using 

their sight words to make sentences. All students have 

come a long way with their writing and are enjoying 

challenging themselves to write longer complex 

sentences.  

 

  

Junior School 3-7 teachers have been focusing on 

setting reading goals with students & designing lessons 

targeted on developing comprehension skills. Miss 

Georgie’s class is currently learning about questioning 

skills. Mr Brooks, Ms Selway, Miss O’Rielly & Mr Wurfel’s 

classes have all been reviewing goals & setting new 

reading goals with students. Ms Ros has been focussing 

developing phonemic awareness & fluency. 

 

 

Social Skills- Workshop 

Presented by Libby Brown, Manager SERU, this workshop 

will cover a range of topics including understanding social 

skills, areas of concern and strategies to enhance social 

skills in your child.  Participants will be asked what three 

specific points they would like to learn to support their 

child’s development of their social skills. 

When: Tuesday 22 September 2020 

Time: 11:00am–12:00pm 

Where: Special Education Resource Unit 

72a Marlborough Street, Henley Beach SA5022 

 Due to current COVID 19 guidelines numbers are strictly 

limited. 
 

http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/parent-forum-septemberfest-2020/ 
 

http://web.seru.sa.edu.au/parent-forum-septemberfest-2020/


 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

It’s ‘tea time’ in Miss Peta’s class! The 
Reception/Year1 students from 41.5 have 

been enjoying the sweet ceremony of a 
cup of tea first thing in the morning. As 

part of our HASS program, the children 
have had the opportunity to try herbal 

teas served in china tea cups and saucers. 
It is a real treat and the enjoyment is 

palpable every Wednesday morning as the 
tea trolley is carted around and tea is 

served. 

Some students lapped it up, while others 

enjoyed the smell rather than the taste. 
One child said and I quote “It smells like 

sweet fruit but tastes like warm water. 

What a trick!” Whether you are a tea 

advocate or not, it’s jolly good fun 

pretending! 

 



 

 

 

 

     

 

 


